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CIVICS



Grade 8 Social Studies Winter 2002 Released Items

Page 7



Grade 8 Social Studies Winter 2002 Released Items

Page 8

ECONOMICS
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INQUIRY AND DECISION MAKING
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Some Core Democratic Values of
American Constitutional Democracy

Core democratic values are the fundamental beliefs and constitutional
principles of American society.  These values unite all Americans.
They are expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and other significant documents, speeches, and
writings of the nation.  Below is a list of some core democratic
values.  You may use any core democratic value to support your
position, including those not on this list.  Be sure to explain how
the value you choose supports the position you take.

Fundamental Beliefs
Life

Liberty
The Pursuit of Happiness
Public or Common Good

Justice
Equality
Diversity

Truth
Popular Sovereignty

Patriotism

Constitutional Principles
The Rule of Law

Separation of Powers
Representative Government

Checks and Balances
Individual Rights

Freedom of Religion
Federalism

Civilian Control of the Military
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Student Response 1

Score Point:  0

This response does not provide a clear and supported position on the issue.
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Student Response 2

Score Point:  1

This response provides a clear and supported position on the issue.
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Student Response 3
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Score Point:  2

This response provides a clear position on the issue and supports it with data from the Data
Section.
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Student Response 4
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Score Point:  2

This response provides a clear position on the issue and supports it with prior social studies
knowledge of economics (allocation of resources) and with data from the Data Section.



Grade 8 Social Studies Winter 2002 Released Items

Page 20

Student Response 5
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Score Point:  3

This response provides a clear position on the issue and supports it with the correct application of
a Core Democratic Value (Pursuit of Happiness) and with data from the Data Section.
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Score Point:  3

This response gives a clear position on the issue and supports it with the correct application of
the Core Democratic Value (Life) and with data from the Data Section.

Student Response 6
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Student Response 7
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Score Point:  4

This response provides a clear position on the issues and supports it with the correct application
of a Core Democratic Value (Common Good), prior social studies knowledge of civics (City
Council’s role) and with data from the Data Section.
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Student Response 8
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Score Point:  4

This response provides a clear position on the issue and supports it with the correct application of
a Core Democratic Value (Life), prior social studies knowledge of economic (allocation of
resources) and with data from the Data Section.
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